CHAPTER  VIII

THE  QUEST  OF  THE  IDEAL

OUR educational curricula are Designed to
meet the needs of all classes of circumstances
and intelligence. And we do not expect to
find more than a very small minority capable
or desirous of availing itself of such instruc-
tion and such tests as it has taken the most
highly trained intellect of the day to provide.
Nor do we hold it unfair that the great
majority is not able to benefit directly by
the heavy outlay that goes to the output of
a few. Similarly there is much doctrine in
the Pali Suttas which was never intended as
food for householders and their families,
but which, like the standards set up in Christ's
Sermon on the Mount, held out objects and
prospects unattractive save to the few who,
in the words of one chronicler, were being
driven by the impending maturity of their
spiritual evolution. The distinction here
drawn is not between the Order and the laity,
for many of the former were not more single-
minded in leaving the world than is the case
with religious brethren generally. In their
case many, especially in India, were called,
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